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New	  insights	  in	  the	  pathogenesis	  of	  Listeria	  

monocytogenes	  
	  
Listeria	  monocytogenes	  is	  a	  fascinating	  pathogen	  that	  can	  invade	  epithelial	  cells	  and	  survive	  in	  the	  cytoplasm.	  
Invasion	  is	  mediated	  by	  species-‐specific	  bacteria-‐cell	  interactions.	  L.	  monocytogenes	  is	  an	  environmental	  
bacterium	  that	  can	  also	  cross	  the	  placental	  barrier	  and	  therefore	  is	  a	  major	  concern	  for	  pregnant	  women.	  The	  
laboratory	  of	  Marc	  Lecuit	  has	  made	  seminal	  work	  on	  Listeria	  invasion	  and	  pathogenicity,	  from	  which	  only	  very	  few	  
of	  the	  recent	  publications	  are	  listed	  here.	  
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