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Approximately 26’000 people die in Europe each year due to an infection by multiresistant bacteria. Overuse, 
inadequate use, and globalisation contribute amongst other elements to the spreading of antibiotic resistances. Of 
particular concern are multi-resistant bacteria with extended spectrum β-lactam resistance (ESBL). Moreover, 
the rapid spreading of carbapenem resistant strains carrying a metalo-β-lactamase (NDM-1) is an example of 
efficient transfer of this plasmid encoded antibiotic resistance from bacteria to bacteria, and from country to 
country. Professor Patrice Nordmann has a long-standing experience in the analysis and epidemiology of 
bacteria antibiotic resistances. He recently moved the Hospital Bicêtre in Paris, where he was leading a research 
unit on antibiotic resistance, to Fribourg to become head of the Medical and Molecular Microbiology unit. 
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Contact: P. Linder 
Sandwiches will be offered after the seminar 


